
CHA Subcommittee on Elections: 
“Ensuring the Right of College Students to Vote” 

 
1310 Longworth House Office Building 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 
1:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
The hearing will come to order.  Good morning Members of the Committee, 
witnesses and guests.  Today’s hearing will focus on voting and college students—the 
difficulties they face and how we can ensure their right to vote. 
 
In 2008, there are 44 million 18-29 year olds eligible to vote—more than one-fifth of 
the voting population.  And young voters this year in primaries and caucuses have 
more than doubled their turnout numbers from previous elections.  Students are also 
volunteering in greater and greater numbers.  The historic nature of the 2008 
presidential election clearly has young voters energized like never before. 
 
However, college students today still face numerous barriers to successful voting.  
Overly restrictive or vague residency requirements in state law confuse both election 
officials and students seeking to register alike.  Because of this confusion, college 
students across the country have received false or misleading information on their 
eligibility to vote and the consequences of registering to vote.  Many states require 
forms of identification at the polls that college students simply do not have.  Some 
election officials still believe the myth that “young people don’t care about voting” 
and do not fully equip polling places in college communities with enough machines.  
This false idea led to students in Ohio having to endure waits of up to 10 hours to 
vote in the 2004 presidential election.  Even worse, there have been reports of 
deceptive flyers appearing on college campuses threatening students with the loss of 
financial aid or health care if they register to vote on campus. 
 
All this is wrong.  But several of our witnesses today have done a great job of 
protecting the right of college students to vote and I am eager to take their testimony 
today.  I hope this hearing today sends a message to election officials and university 
presidents that positive steps can be taken to encourage and protect student voting 
rights.  And I am also pleased to take testimony from the students and the student 
advocacy organizations here today who have worked tirelessly to encourage students 
to vote in this historic presidential election.  They are doing great work and I applaud 
their efforts. 
 



Many young voters are first time voters.  Studies have shown that if first time voters 
cannot register and vote the first time they try, they will be less likely to participate in 
future elections.  We owe it to our young voters and our democracy to do what we 
can to encourage a new generation of American voters. 


