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April 8, 2019

The Honorable Jim Condos				Keith Ingram
President						President
National Assoc. of Secretaries of State		National Assoc. of State Election Directors
Vermont Secretary of State				Texas Director of Elections
128 State Street 					1019 Brazos St. 
Montpelier, Vermont 05633				Austin, Texas 78701

Leslie Reynolds					Amy Cohen
Executive Director					Executive Director
National Assoc. of Secretaries of State		National Assoc. of State Election Directors
444 North Capitol St. N.W., Suite 401 		1342 Florida Ave. N.W
Washington, D.C., 20001				Washington, D.C., 20009


Dear Secretary Condos, Director Ingram, Ms. Reynolds and Ms. Cohen: 

On April 4, 2019, the Election Assistance Commission (EAC) released its Grant Expenditure Report for Fiscal Year 2018. The report covered state expenditures of the $380 million Congress appropriated last year for states to purchase new voting equipment and to enhance security of election systems. However, the report only discussed data through September 2018—data which is now obviously six months out of date. 

As this Committee oversees the EAC, current information about whether and how states have used the funding allocated by Congress will be invaluable. While states each submitted plans about their intended usage, these plans, without current data on how states have followed through, fall short. Further, outdated data makes it impossible to tell whether local-level election officials are getting valuable support they need as well. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
This Committee will especially need the most recent data on expenditures to justify any future request that may be made for continuing and expanded funding support for elections administration and security. Last week’s headlines that states are tapping only a fraction of election security funding give fuel to arguments made by skeptical lawmakers. As noted in Politico, “Many congressional lawmakers have resisted efforts to grant states and territories more federal election security funding until it’s clear how the existing federal money has been spent.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Mary Lee, States tap only a fraction of $380M for election security upgrades, POLITICO PRO CYBERSECURITY, Apr. 4, 2018, available at  https://subscriber.politicopro.com/cybersecurity/article/2019/04/states-tap-only-a-fraction-of-380m-for-election-security-upgrades-1321261.] 


As you well know, Congress acted with urgency last year because these security updates are necessary for continued proper administration of elections, and to maintain the American people’s confidence in the democratic process. Accordingly, we request that you forward this letter to each Secretary of State and State Election Director and request that they answer the following questions:
1) Has any further spending of the appropriated $380 million taken place at the state level since September 2018?  If so, in what amounts and for what purposes were those expenditures made? 
2) If your state has not significantly escalated spending since September 2018, please provide any insight you can on the cause of those delays.
3) Does your state require additional federal funding to secure your elections? If so, how much money do you need and for what purposes?

I respectfully request that states respond by May 15, 2019. 

Sincerely,




Zoe Lofgren
Chairperson
